
ofstudyarecalledforhere.Wemustfirstlearn
howtheScripturesaretobeunderstood,andthen
seehowtoexpoundthemwithprofitandina
mannerworthyofthem.Amanmustfirstbeeager
tounderstandwhatheisreadingbeforeheisfitto
proclaimwhathehaslearned.Theconscientious
readerwillbemoreconcernedtocarryoutwhat
hehasreadthanmerelytoacquireknowledgeof
it...Learningunsupportedbygracemaygetinto
ourears;itneverreachestheheart.Itmakesa
greatnoiseoutsidebutservesnoinnerpurpose.
ButwhenGod’sgracetouchesourinnermost
mindstobringunderstanding,hiswordwhichhas
beenreceivedbytheearsinksdeepintotheheart.”
[OfficeofReadings,April4]

St.VenerableBede(died735AD)
Heisthefirstpersonknowntotranslate
theGospelintoOldEnglish(Anglo-Saxon.)

St.BernardofClairvaux(1090-1153AD)
DoctorandFatheroftheChurch.
“ThepersonwhothirstsforGodeagerly
studiesandmeditatesontheinspired
Word,knowingthatthere,heiscertainto
findtheOneforwhomhethirsts.”
[Comm.SongofSongs,Sermon23:3.]

St.Bonaventure(1221-1274AD)
Inhisday,therewherenopublicschools
andonlythewealthycouldaffordprivate
tutors.Therefore,mostpeoplecouldnot
readorwrite.St.Bonaventurehad
composedacopyof“BibliaPauperum”
whichmeansthe“Bibleofthepoor.”It
containedacollectionofpictures
illustratingtheimportanteventsoftheOld
Testament.Italsocontainedparallelscenes
intheNewTestamentanditshowedhow
theOldTestamentprefiguredandwas
fulfilledintheLifeandTeachingsofJesus
ChristintheNewTestament.Thishelped
thepeopletolearnGod’sWordby
showingthemtheimportantstoriesof
boththeOldandNewTestament.Hewas
canonizedaSaintbyPopeSixtusIVin
1482AD.HewasdeclaredaDoctorofthe
ChurchbyPopeSixtusVin1588AD.

DecreeoftheCouncilofTrent
“[Theholysynod]followingtheexamples
oftheorthodoxfathers,receivesand
venerateswithanequalaffectionofpiety
andreverenceallthebooksbothoftheOld
andoftheNewTestament-seeingthatone
GodistheAuthorofboth...”

[Session4,April8,1546] LindisfarneGospelsSt.Matt.EnglishTranslation950AD

St.JohnChrysostom(407AD)DoctorofCh.

“TobecomeadultChristiansyoumustlearn
familiaritywiththescriptures”
[OnLt.totheEphesians-EducationofChildren.]

“Butwhatistheanswertothesecharges?‘I
amnot,’youwillsay,‘oneofthemonks,butI
havebothawifeandchildren,andthecareofa
household.’Thisiswhathasruinedeverything,
yourthinkingthatthereadingofscriptureis
formonksonly,whenyouneeditmorethan
theydo.Thosewhoareplacedintheworld,
andwhoreceivewoundseverydayhavethemost
needofmedicine.So,farworseeventhannot
readingthescripturesistheideathattheyare
superfluous.Suchthingswereinventedbythe
devil.”[St.John’sSecondHom.onMatthew]

PopeSt.GregoryI(died604AD)

“TheEmperorofheaven,theLordofmenandof
angels,hassentyouHisepistlesforyourlife’s
advantage—andyetyouneglecttoreadthem
eagerly.Studythem,Ibegyou,andmeditate
dailyonthewordsofyourCreator.Learnthe
heartofGodinthewordsofGod,thatyoumay
sighmoreeagerlyforthingseternal,thatyour
soulmaybekindledwithgreaterlongingsfor
heavenlyjoys.”[Letters5,46.(EnchBibl31)]

St.Isidore(560-636AD)BishopandDrofCh.

“Prayerpurifiesus,readinginstructsus...Ifa
manwantstobealwaysinGod'scompany,he
mustprayregularlyandreadregularly.When
wepray,wetalktoGod;whenweread,God
talkstous.Allspiritualgrowthcomesfrom
readingandreflection.Byreadingwelearn
whatwedidnotknow;byreflectionweretain
whatwehavelearned.Readingtheholy
Scriptures(theBible)conferstwobenefits.It
trainsthemindtounderstandthem;itturns
man'sattentionfromthefolliesoftheworld
andleadshimtotheloveofGod.Twokinds

.


