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thesepagesistobesoughtthatfood,bywhich
thespirituallifeisnourisheduntoperfection...”

PopePiusXII1943AD
“Ourpredecessors,whentheopportunity
occurred,recommendedthestudyorpreaching
orinfinethepiousreadingandmeditationof
thesacredScriptures....Thisauthorof
salvation,Christ,willmenmorefullyknow,
moreardentlyloveandmorefaithfullyimitate
inproportionastheyaremoreassiduously
urgedtoknowandmeditatetheSacred
Letters,especiallytheNewTestament...”
[DivinoAfflanteSpiritu]
Healsograntedindulgences(ablessingofGod’s
grace)tothosewhoreadScripture.(1Cor.4:1.)

VaticanII1965AD
“21.TheChurchhasalwaysveneratedthe
Scriptures...”[DEIVERBUM1965AD]

PopeJohnPaulIAugust27,1978
“...WewishtoremindtheentireChurch
thatitsfirstdutyisthatofevangelization.Our
Predecessor,PaulVI,presentedthedirections
forthisinhismemorabledocument:
animatedbyfaith,nourishedbytheWordof
God,andstrengthenedbytheheavenlyfood
oftheEucharist,oneshouldstudyeveryway,
seekeverymeans“inseasonandoutofseason”
(2Tim4:2),tospreadtheword,toproclaim
themessage,toannouncethatsalvationwhich
createsinthesoularestlessnesstopursuetruth
andatthesametimeoffersstrengthfromabove.

“IfallthesonsanddaughtersoftheChurch
wouldknowhowtobetirelessmissionariesof
theGospel,anewfloweringofholinessand
renewalwouldspringupinthisworldthat
thirstsforloveandfortruth.”[UrbietOrbi]
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SaintTeresaofAvila(1515-1582AD)Saint
Teresawascanonizedin1622ADbyPopeGregory
XV.ShewasalsodeclaredaDoctoroftheChurch
in1970byPopePaulVI.“WithinthismajestyI
wasgivenknowledgeofatruththatisthe
fulfillmentofalltruths.Idon'tknowhowto
explainthisbecauseIdidn'tseeanything.Iwas
toldwithoutseeinganyone,butIclearlyunder-
stoodthatitwasTruthtellingme:‘Thisisno
smallthingIdoforyou,becauseitisoneofthe
thingsforwhichyouoweMeagreatdeal,forall
theharmthatcomestotheworldcomesfromits
notknowingthetruthsofScriptureinclarityand
truth;notoneiotaofScripturewillfallshort.’”
[LaVida,ch.40,#1.]

PopeLeoXIII(1878-1903AD)
“Thesolicitudeoftheapostolicofficenaturally
urgesandevencompelsus…todesirethatthis
grandsourceofCatholicrevelation(theBible)
shouldbemadesafelyandabundantlyaccessible
totheflockofJesusChrist”
“...ForsacredScriptureisnotlikeotherbooks.
DictatedbytheHolyGhost,itcontainsthingsof
thedeepestimportance,whichinmanyinstances
aremostdifficultandobscure.Tounderstand
andexplainsuchthingsthereisalwaysrequired
the‘coming’ofthesameHolyGhost;thatisto
say,HislightandHisgrace”[Providentissimus
Deus(Nov.18,1893)]Grantedanindulgenceto
thosewhoreadtheBibleforatleast25minutes.

PopeSt.PiusX(1903-1914AD)“Nothing
wouldpleaseusmorethantoseeourbeloved
childrenformthehabitofreadingtheGospels
-notmerelyfromtimetotime,buteveryday.”

PopeBenedictXV(1914-1922AD)
HerepeatedSt.Jerome'sstatement:“Ignoranceof
ScripturesisignoranceofChrist.”
Heexpressedhisdesirethat,“...allthechildrenof
theChurch,especiallyclerics,toreverencethe
HolyScriptures,toreaditpiouslyandmeditate
onitconstantly.”Heremindedthemthat,“...in


