“A democratic society needs the active
participation of all its citizens, people of faith
included,” he added. “Thisisnot an
imposition on other’s morality. It is acting
with integrity... The active engagement of
Catholics in democratic processesis good for
society and it isresponsible citizenship.”

Archbishop Gomez said that Catholic social
teaching provides “avision of the world asit
could be and as it should be. The world as
God created it to be.”

“The Catholic vision is spiritual not political.
Catholics belong first of all the ‘city of God.’
But we have a duty to build up the ‘ city of
man,’ to correct injustices and seek aworld
that reflects God' s desires for His children —
what Jesus called the kingdom of God and the
Apostles called the new heaven and new
earth,” the archbishop said.

The fourth edition booklet, published by St.
Benedict Press, is available in an eBook
version at Amazon and at the webpage
http://dphx.org/catholics-in-the-public-
square/

Its production was supported by a
contribution from the national Knights of
Columbus. The booklet is being distributed to
the parishes of the Phoenix diocese.

End of article :
“Republished for free with permission from CNA..”

Bishop Omstead gives short clear answers to
many guestions including :

How should Catholics understand the
separation between Church and state?

How do you respond to statements that
Catholics should not impose their religious
views upon others?

What does it mean that Catholics should
follow their conscience when making a
moral decision?

How does one fight best against
secularization in our society and the
misrepresentation of faith in the public
square?

What is the Church’s position on
immigration?

How serious are the current threats to
religious freedom in the United States?

Do Catholic employers violate the religious
freedom of their non-Catholic employees
when they do not provide abortifacients or
contraceptives in their health plans?

How can Catholics live in a manner that
shows proper respect for God' s creation?

See website below for compl ete text of
Bishop Olmstead’s

“Catholicsin the Public Square’
Spanish and English

www.dphx.or g/catholics-in-the-public-squar
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